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Claims 

[ci] What is claimed is: 

1. An apparatus for stacl<ing a plurality of chips on a 
surface comprising: 

a receptacle for receiving the chips, the receptacle hav- 
ing an open top, a side wall and a bottom, the bottom 
including a plurality of holes and a diverter; and 
a plurality of tubes, each tube having a top disposed ad- 
jacent to a corresponding one of said holes and bottom 
adapted to rest on said surface; 

wherein the diverter and the side wall are adapted to di- 
rect the chips placed into the receptacle through the 
holes and into the corresponding tubes, thereby forming 
at least one stack of chips on said surface. 

[c2] 2.The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising a base 
that forms the surface on which the chips are stacked. 

[c3] B.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the base is remov- 
able. 

[c4] 4.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the chips are one of 
a group comprising casino chips, poker chips, and gam- 
ing tokens. 



[c5] S.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein tlie surface is a 
gaming table. 

[c6] 6.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the side wall ex- 
tends around the perimeter of the receptacle bottom. 

[c7] 7.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the receptacle is 
adapted to receive a plurality of chips dropped by hand. 

[c8] S.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the bottom is rect- 
angularly shaped. 

[c9] 9.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the side wall is 
sloped. 

[ciO] lO.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein each of the holes is 
disposed adjacent to at least two other holes. 

[cii] Il.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein each of the holes is 
disposed adjacent to the diverter. 

[cl2] l2.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein each of the holes is 
adjacent to the bottom of the side wall. 

[ci3] l3.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein each hole is circu- 
larly shaped and has the same diameter. 

[ci4] 14.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein each hole is circu- 
larly shaped and has a diameter that is less than 20 per- 



cent larger than the diameter of each chips. 

[cl5] iS.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein each tube is cylin- 
drically shaped. 

[ci6] l6.The apparatus of Claim 16 wherein the top of each 
tube has a diameter that is greater than the diameter of 
its bottom. 

[ci7] i7.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the receptacle and 
the plurality of tubes are formed as a single piece of 
plastic. 

[ci8] iS.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the diverter com- 
prises a circular protrusion. 

[ci9] i9.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the diverter is dis- 
posed at the center of the receptacle bottom. 

[c20] 20.The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein each tube is 
adapted to stack at least 40 chips therein. 

[c2i] 21.A chip stacking apparatus comprising: 

a receptable for receiving a plurality of chips, the recep- 
tacle including a diverter and a plurality of holes, the di- 
verter adapted to direct the received chips into the plu- 
rality of holes; and 

a plurality of tubes, each tube adjacent to one of said 
holes and adapted to receive the chips that pass through 



its respective liole and form a stacl< of tlie received chips 
on a surface adjacent to a bottom of the tube. 

[c22] 22. A chip stacl<ing apparatus comprising: 
means for receiving a plurality of chips; 
means for stacking a plurality of chips; and 
means for diverting the received plurality of chips into 
the means for stacking. 



